When do we use the present perfect?

Look at the following sentences:

Are these people dead or alive??
 Shakespeare wrote 20 books.
 
Stephen King has written 20 books.
 
John Lennon went to Canada two times.
 
Michael Jackson has been to Canada two times.
 
Tony Blair has been the Prime Minister for 4 years.
 
Winston Churchill was the Prime Minister for 8 years.
 

 

When did these things happen? Do you know?
 I went to Paris in 1997
 My mother has been to America twice.
 I've worked in eleven countries.
 Last year, I visited my uncle in Switzerland.
 In the summer, we bought a new house.
 I've lost my new watch!!

Present Perfect or Past Simple?

Correct the sentences which are wrong.

Example:
I went to the cinema twice this month. Incorrect
Correction:I have been to the cinema twice this month.
 

1. Mark has taught nine lessons yesterday.

 

2. Tahid works in an Indian restaurant. He has cooked 327 meals this week!

 

3. John has been to South Carolina (USA) last Christmas to visit his girlfriend.

 

4. I live in this town for two years and I like it very much.

 

5. Candice loves travelling. She went to New York, Hong Kong, Thailand, South America and Russia. 

 

6. Last year we bought a new house in Spain.

 

7. Neil has danced the Lambada with Jennifer Lopez last summer in San Tropez!

 

8. The Queen Mother lived in London for 100 years.

 

9. The Beatles have made ten albums and were very successful.

 

10. The Rolling Stones have made thirty two albums and are very successful.

Present Perfect or Past Simple?

1. Mark has taught nine lessons yesterday. NO, 'MARK TAUGHT NINE.....'
2. Tahid works in an Indian restaurant. He has cooked 327 meals this week! OK.
3. John has been to South Carolina (USA) last Christmas to visit his girlfriend. NO, 'JOHN WENT TO SOUTH CAROLINA....'
4. I live in this town for two years and I like it very much. NO, 'I HAVE LIVED IN THIS.....'
5. Candice loves travelling. She went to New York, Hong Kong, Thailand, South America and Russia. NO, 'SHE HAS BEEN TO.....'
6. Last year we bought a new house in Spain. OK.
7. Neil has danced the Lambada with Jennifer Lopez last summer in San Tropez! NO, 'NEIL DANCED THE LAMBADA....'
8. The Queen Mother lived in London for 100 years. NO, 'THE QUEEN MOTHER HAS LIVED.......'
9. The Beatles have made ten albums and were very successful. NO, 'THE BEATLES MADE TEN ALBUMS....'
10. The Rolling Stones have made thirty two albums and are very successful. OK
This can be done as a straight error correction worksheet either in the class or given as homework. More enjoyable is a 'grammar auction' where groups of students are given a set amount of money (£2000 or $2000) and have to bid for or buy sentences they think are correct.

